Finding out about your department's collection development needs.
W o r k i n g with faculty and students in the provi sion of adequate library materials and reference services for the support of the research and teach ing functions of the university is one of the most sat isfying aspects of reference and bibliographic work in an academic setting. The more one knows about a department, the research interests of its mem bers, the problems they are working on, and situa tions they face within the university milieu, the better the librarian is able to make a case for ade quate and appropriate support by the library.
Most academic libraries have an established channel of communication via library committees or liaisons. It behooves the librarian to try to get up to speed quickly in knowledge of departmental needs; hence a meeting between whatever formal departmental liaison exists and the new selector is a fairly immediate necessity.
Although the first meeting is likely to be primar ily an information gathering mission by the librar ian, all meetings are two-way streets and a certain amount of preparation is required. Obviously the librarian's field of expertise is knowledge of the means and methods available to support depart mental information needs. So some knowledge of the tools-of-the-trade is required prior to the meet ing as is knowledge of the specific levels of support currently and likely to be available for purchasing library materials.
The checklists below should provide a reason able starting point and reminder of the types of questions it would be reasonable to ask during a first meeting with a liaison as well as an aid for the preparation that should precede this meeting. What is the best opportunity for informal inter actions with members of the department?
Questions to ask departmental liaisons
What are your impressions of how the liaison re lationship is working?
Is there anything about this department I should know that your notes and files won't tell me?
Will you join me for my first meeting with the liaison?
Questions the department will ask you What is your subject background? W hat are your other professional qualifica tions?
